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THE D RAWIN G C EN TER P RES EN TS 

 
The Big Dr aw  

AS  P ART O F  THE R IVER TO  RIVER FES TIVAL  
Saturday,  Ju ly  18 ,  2009 

11:00 am – 4:00 pm  
 

A fun, free, d ay - lo ng  d rawing  event fo r all  ag es at  Three L o wer M anhattan venues 
  

New  Y or k,  M ay 13 ,  2 0 0 9  – On Saturday, July 18, from 11am – 4pm, The Drawing 

Center and the River To River Festival will present The Bi g D r aw , the fourth 

annual day-long celebration of drawing inspired by the wildly popular United 

Kingdom program of the same name. Bringing together artists and the local 

community, The Big Draw is a unique opportunity for people of all ages to join in 

hands-on artist-led projects that are guaranteed to change the way they think 

about drawing. Audiences will be encouraged to pick up a free sketchbook and express their creativity through 

inventive, site-specific projects at three Lower Manhattan venues: The Bosque at Batter y Par k, the 

Sm i thson i an ’s  Nati on al  M useum  of the Am er i c an  In di an  i n  New  Y or k, and the Wor l d  F i n an c i al  Cen ter  

Wi n ter  G ar den . 
 
The Drawing Center is pleased to announce that Suz an n e Boc an eg r a and F l ux  Quar tet, Jeffr ey G i bson  with 

Lar r y Y az z i e an d the Nati ve Pr i de Dan c er s, and E ve M osher  will be participating in this year’s event: 
 

• Artist Suz an n e Boc an eg r a invites the public to create drawings on outdated and recycled music scores 

that will immediately be performed in ongoing improvisations by the renowned American string group, 

F l ux  Quar tet. Using as a point of departure John Ruskin’s belief that drawing can be used to help us see, 

Bocanegra’s project expands upon this powerful idea, suggesting that drawing can be used to help us 

hear. Located at the World Financial Center Winter Garden, this event is the first in a series of public 

programs leading up to Iannis Xenakis: Architect, Composer, Visionary, which will open on January 14, 2010 

at The Drawing Center and then travel to the Centre for Canadian Architecture in May 2010.   
 

• Jeffr ey G i bson  and the National Museum of the American Indian in New York will explore how sound and 

movement can be captured through mark, gesture, and line. The celebrated group, Lar r y Y az z i e an d the 

Nati ve Pr i de Dan c er s, will perform with live accompaniment, as Gibson invites audience members to 

draw the body in motion. This event will be held in the Diker Pavilion at the National Museum of the 

American Indian at One Bowling Green. 
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• E ve M osher ’s Paths of Desire will engage audiences in a self-guided personal exploration of the past and 

present geography of Lower Manhattan. Starting at the Bosque in Battery Park, participants trace their 

pathways by walking and carrying recycled water bottles filled with river water mixed with blue pigment 

and as the water drips out, the city turns into a drawing canvas. Prompting the public to remember the 

island’s historical geography, this project brings Manhattan’s current natural landscape into focus, along 

with the various paths of desire shaped by each individual’s present-day wanderings. 

 
For  m or e i n for m ati on , please visit the websites of The Drawing Center (www.drawingcenter.org) and the River 

To River Festival (www.RiverToRiverNYC.com). 
 
Al l  o f the even ts  ar e FRE E . The convenient Downtown Connection shuttle bus will offer quick and free transport 

between all of The Big Draw venues. For a map of the venues, please visit www.RiverToRiverNYC.com. 

 
TH E  BIG  D RAW  VE NUE S 

• The Bosque i n  Batter y Par k 

Located to the south of Castle Clinton in Battery Park 
 

• The Nati on al  M useum  of the Am er i c an  In di an  i n  New  Y or k 

Located in the Alexander Hamilton U.S. Custom House 

One Bowling Green across from Battery Park 
 

• The Wor l d  F i n an c i al  Cen ter  Wi n ter  G ar den  

Located between Vesey and Liberty Streets and West Side Highway and the Hudson River 

 
ABOUT THE  RIVE R TO RIVE R FE STIVAL  

The River To River Festival, presented by American Express, is a collaboration of Lower Manhattan’s major cultural 

event producers including the Alliance for Downtown New York, arts>World Financial Center, Battery Park City 

Authority, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Port Authority of NY & NJ, and The Seaport. These partners are firmly 

committed to using the arts as a tool for revitalization and to the development of new audiences for the arts. 
 
Free admission to River To River® events is underwritten by a wide range of funders, led by the Festival's Founding 

Title Sponsor, American Express. Major support is provided by the Festival's Producing Partners, including, NBC 

Local Media New York and WNYC New York Public Radio. 
  
Vital support comes from Supporting Funders, including, Century 21 Department Stores, JetBlue Airways, New York 

City Department of Cultural Affairs, KEXP, and The Village Voice. Participating Funders are CB Richard Ellis, 

EmblemHealth, Lower Manhattan Development Corporation, The Moody’s Foundation, National Endowment for 

the Arts, New York Marriott Downtown, New York State Council on the Arts, New York Stock Exchange Foundation, 

and TKTS Seaport. 
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CRE DITS 

The Big Draw is part of the Arts on the Horizon series presented by the River To River Festival and made possible by 

a grant from the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation, which is funded through Community Development 

Block Grants from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Additional funding is provided by 

Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer through the NYC & Company Foundation and by public funds from 

the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 

 
M ISSION STATE M E NT 

The Drawing Center is the only not-for-profit fine arts institution in the county to focus solely on the exhibition of 

drawings, both historical and contemporary. It was established in 1977 to provide opportunities for emerging and 

under-recognized artists; to demonstrate the significance and diversity of drawings throughout history; and to 

stimulate public dialogue on issues of art and culture. 

 

www.drawingcenter.org 
# # # 


